
 
 

History Skills and Knowledge Progression Map 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topic 

Line of Enquiry 

All Topics 

What was it like in the 

past? 

Who are we? 

What in the past and 

present is important to 

me? 

 

Turrets and Tiaras 

How did people live in 

the past? 

 

Best of British 

Which Queen led 

Britain better? 

 

Oh I do like to be 

beside the Seaside 

Why did sea side 

holidays become 

popular? 

 

 

Nurturing Nurses 

How did significant 

individuals contribute 

to changes to health 

care? 

 

London’s Burning 

Why did the events of 

the Great Fire of 

London change life in 

Britain? 

Stone Alone 

How did civilisation 

develop in Pre-historic 

Britain? 

 

Pharaoh’s Fate 

What made the 

Ancient Egyptians a 

successful civilisation? 

 

What did the Romans 

do for us? 

How did the Roman 

Empire conquer 

Britain? 

 

Chopsticks 

When did the earliest 

civilisations in China 

begin? 

 

Watch Out, Invaders 

About! 

Who remained in 

Britain after the 

withdrawal of the 

Romans? 

 

 

Shakespearian 

Summer 

How did the changing 

monarchs between 

the Tudor and Stuart 

Eras affect Britain? 

 

Visionary Victorians 

What was the impacts 

of the Industrial 

Revolution? 

 

Olympus Odyssey 

Why did the 

achievements of the 

Ancient Greek 

civilisation influence 

the Western world? 

 

 

Mighty Mayans 

Who were the Mayans 

and why did they 

‘disappear’? 

 

I’m an Evacuee, Get 

Me Out of Here! 

How was life in Britain 

affected by World War 

II? 

Chronological 

Understanding 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to use 

vocabulary in 

conversation to 

describe when 

something 

occurred: e.g. 

‘yesterday’ and 

‘earlier’ 

• Begin to discuss 

past events as 

memories 

significant in their 

own lives 

Pupils can: 

• Develop an 

awareness of the 

past, using 

common words 

and phrases 

relating to the 

passing of time in 

their own lives 

• Sequence 

artefacts and 

events that are 

significant in their 

pasts 

• Compare pictures 

from different 

times 

• Describe changes 

and memories 

that have 

Pupils can: 

• Develop an 

awareness of the 

past, using 

common words 

and phrases 

relating to events 

that happened in 

the past 

• Sequence 

artefacts, pictures 

and events in 

chronological 

order which are 

close in time 

• Order dates from 

earliest to latest 

• Begin to compare 

different sources 

from different 

times. 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to 

understand that a 

timeline can be 

divided into BC 

(Before Christ) 

and AD (Anno 

Domini) 

• Sequence several 

events or 

artefacts in 

chronological 

order 

(understanding 

BC and AD) 

• Sequence several 

events using a 

timeline, including 

dates that are 

further apart 

Pupils can: 

• Sequence and 

summarise several 

key events in 

chronological 

order using a 

timeline related to 

the topic being 

studied 

• Use vocabulary 

associated with 

the passing of 

time specific to 

the topic being 

studied. 

• Gain a wider 

understanding of 

history by 

discussing the 

timeline of 

previously taught 

Pupils can: 

• Understand how 

some historical 

events/period 

occurred 

concurrently in 

different locations 

• Understand and 

describe in some 

detail the main 

changes to an 

aspect in a 

period in history 

• Accurately use 

dates and terms 

associated with 

the passing of 

time specific to 

the topic being 

taught 

Pupils can: 

• Understand and 

describe in 

greater detail the 

main changes to 

an aspect in a 

period in history, 

considering its 

impact 

• Accurately use 

dates and terms 

associated with 

the passing of 

time when 

comparing 

periods in history  
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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
happened in their 

own lives 

• Describe dates as 

‘before’ and 

‘after’ 

• Begin to use 

vocabulary 

associated with 

the passing of 

time specific to 

the topic being 

studied 

• Begin to 

understand that 

the past can be 

divided into 

different periods 

of time  

 

History topics 

taught 

• Understand that 

the past can be 

divided into 

different periods 

of time  

• Understand and 

explain how the 

past can be 

divided into 

different periods 

of time 

Knowledge and 

Understanding of 

Understanding 

Events, People 

and Changes in 

the Past 

Pupils can: 

• Listen and recall 

historical stories in 

their own words 

Pupils can: 

• Recognise some 

similarities and 

differences 

between the past 

and present 

• Describe 

significant 

individuals in their 

lives from their 

past 

• Identify similarities 

and differences 

between ways of 

life in the past 

• Begin to describe 

significant 

individuals from 

the past 

• Retell stories from 

the past 

Pupils can: 

• Identify some 

similarities and 

differences 

between ways of 

life in the past 

and present, and 

in different 

periods 

• Compare 

significant 

individuals from 

the past 

• Retell and 

compare 

episodes, stories 

and events from 

the past 

• Understand and 

begin to explain 

how and why 

people in the 

past acted as 

they did 

• Understand how 

significant 

individuals 

Pupils can: 

• Identify similarities 

and differences 

between ways of 

life in the past 

and present, and 

in different 

periods 

• Note some key 

changes over a 

period of time 

and be able to 

give reasons for 

those changes 

• Research about 

the everyday lives 

of people in time 

studied 

compared with 

our life today 

• Identify some key 

features, aspects 

and events of the 

time studied 

Pupils can: 

• Explain key 

changes over a 

period of time 

and be able to 

give reasons for 

those changes 

• Identify some key 

features, aspects 

and events of the 

time studied 

• Begin to explain 

how people and 

events in the past 

have influenced 

life today 

• Describe 

connections and 

contrasts 

between aspects 

of history, people, 

events and 

artefacts studied 

Pupils can: 

• Explain how 

people and 

events in the past 

have influenced 

life today 

• Begin to use 

appropriate 

historical terms 

such as culture, 

religious, social, 

economic and 

political when 

describing the 

past 

• Begin to examine 

causes and results 

of great events 

and the impact 

these had on 

people 

• Describe the key 

features of the 

past, including 

attitudes, beliefs 

and the everyday 

lives of men, 

Pupils can: 

• Identify and 

explain 

connections, 

contrasts and 

trends over time 

in the everyday 

lives of people 

• Use appropriate 

historical terms 

such as culture, 

religious, social, 

economic and 

political when 

describing the 

past 

• Examine causes 

and results of 

great events and 

the impact these 

had on people 
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 EYFS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
impacted life 

nationally and 

globally 

women and 

children 

Historical 

Interpretation 

Pupils can: 

• Recognise a 

familiar event 

represented in 

different ways 

(e.g. 

photographs, 

videos and 

mementos) 

 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to identify 

different ways the 

past can be 

represented (e.g. 

photographs, 

stories, websites 

and information 

books) 

• Begin to 

distinguish 

between fact 

and ficition 

Pupils can: 

• Identify different 

ways the past 

can be 

represented (e.g. 

photographs, 

stories, websites 

and information 

books) 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to identify 

and provide 

reasons for 

different ways in 

which the past is 

represented (e.g. 

hieroglyphics, 

tools and fossils) 

• Begin to compare 

different versions 

of past events 

• Discuss the 

reliability of 

artefacts used to 

represent the past 

Pupils can: 

• Identify and 

provide reasons 

for different ways 

in which the past 

is represented 

(e.g. tools, 

buildings and art) 

• Begin to evaluate 

the usefulness of 

different sources 

• Compare 

different versions 

of past events 

• Begin to use 

sources to inform 

historical 

knowledge and 

understanding 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to compare 

accounts of 

events from 

different sources 

• Begin to evaluate 

the usefulness of 

different sources 

representing the 

past 

• Independently 

use sources to 

inform historical 

knowledge and 

understanding 

Pupils can: 

• Compare 

accounts of 

events from 

different sources 

• Link sources and 

work out how 

conclusions were 

drawn 

• Consider ways of 

evaluating the 

accuracy of 

historical 

interpretations 

(differentiating 

between fact, 

fiction and 

opinions) 

• Independently 

use sources to 

inform historical 

knowledge and 

understanding 

Historical Enquiry 

and 

Investigation 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to show 

curiosity about 

the past by asking 

simple questions 

in spoken 

conversation 

Pupils can: 

• Find answers to 

simple questions 

about the past 

from sources of 

information 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to use 

sources to answer 

simple questions 

about the past 

using 

observations 

Pupils can: 

• Use sources to 

answer guided 

questions about 

the past 

• Select and record 

information 

relevant to the 

topic in study 

• Begin to ask a 

variety of 

questions about 

the past 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to use 

evidence to build 

up a picture of a 

past event 

• Begin to choose 

relevant materials 

to gain an 

understanding of 

aspects of the 

past 

• Ask historically 

valid questions 

about the past 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to identify 

primary and 

secondary 

sources 

• Use evidence to 

build up a picture 

of a past event 

• Select relevant 

sections of 

information to 

gain a deeper 

level of 

understanding of 

Pupils can: 

• Identify primary 

and secondary 

sources 

• Use a range of 

sources to gain a 

deeper level of 

understanding of 

aspects of the 

past 

• Begin to suggest 

omissions and the 

means of finding 

out answers to 
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aspects of the 

past 

• Devise own 

historically valid 

questions about 

the past 

aspects of the 

past 

• Draw conclusions 

gathered from 

several sources in 

a fluent account 

• Construct 

informed 

responses about 

the past 

Presenting, 

Organising and 

Communicating  

Pupils can: 

• Begin to use 

resources to 

prompt 

conversations 

about the past 

Pupils can: 

• Begin to talk, 

write and draw 

about things from 

the past 

• Begin to use 

historical 

vocabulary to 

retell simple 

stories about the 

past 

Pupils can: 

• Talk, write and 

draw about things 

from the past 

• Use historical 

vocabulary to 

retell simple 

stories about the 

past 

• Begin to use 

drama/role play 

to communicate 

their knowledge 

of the past 

Pupils can: 

• Use and 

understand 

historical 

vocabulary to 

communicate 

historical 

information 

• Begin to present 

and 

communicate 

ideas about the 

past using 

models, role play 

and different 

genres of writing 

Pupils can: 

• Use and 

understand 

appropriate 

historical 

vocabulary to 

communicate 

historical 

information 

• Present and 

communicate 

ideas about the 

past using 

models, role play 

and different 

genres of writing 

• Begin to present 

ideas based on 

their own 

research about 

topic in study 

Pupils can: 

• Know and show a 

good 

understanding of 

historical 

vocabulary  

• Begin to present, 

communicate 

and organise 

ideas about the 

past using 

detailed 

discussions, 

debates and 

different genres 

of writing 

Pupils can: 

• Impart and 

transfer a good 

understanding of 

historical 

vocabulary  

• Present, 

communicate 

and organise 

ideas about the 

past using 

detailed 

discussions, 

debates and 

different genres 

of writing 

• Plan and present 

a self-directed 

project or 

research about 

the topic in study 

 


