
     

1509 – Henry VII died 

and his son Henry VIII 

succeeded to the 

throne (aged 17). 

 

The Torturous Tudors: 1485-1603 

Who Were the Six Wives of Henry VIII? 

Henry VIII is best known for having six wives. Monarchs in the Tudor times rarely married for love, and although 

Henry VIII did on occasion, he also married as he was in need of a male heir and for political reasons.  

Tudor Timeline 

1485 – Battle of 

Bosworth: King Richard III 

is defeated by Henry 

Tudor – he becomes 

king. 

1534 – Henry VIII 

forms the ‘Church 

of England’. 

 

1535 – The first Bible 

printed in English is 

placed in Churches. 

1591 – First performance 

of a William 

Shakespeare play. 

1545 – The Mary 

Rose sinks in 

Portsmouth harbour. 

1499 – A plague 

epidemic killed 

thousands of people 

in London. 

1544 – Henry VIII 

invades northern France.  

Crime and Punishment: 

• There were no police during Tudor times 

• Laws were harsh and wrongdoing was severely 

punished. People believed if a criminal’s punishment 

was severe and painful enough, the act would not 

be repeated and others would deter from crime.  

• Public executions were a form of entertainment, 

with 70,000 people suffering the death penalty 

during the reign of Henry VIII. 

• Some executions included: beheading, hanging, 

burning, boiled alive, whipping and the ducking 

stool. 

Famous Tudors 

King Henry 

VIII 

Lady Jane 

Grey 

Queen Mary 

I 

Queen 

Elizabeth I 

William 

Shakespeare 

1603 – Queen 

Elizabeth I died. End 

of Tudor times. 

1547 – Henry VIII dies of 

natural causes. Edward 

VI becomes king. 
1553 – Edward VI 

dies of tuberculosis. 

Mary I becomes 

queen. 1558 – Mary I dies from 

disease. Elizabeth I 

becomes queen. 
1588 – The Spanish 

Armada is defeated. 

Key Vocabulary: 

Monarch – The king or queen. 

Almshouses – Houses provided for poor people, usually 

by the rich or charity. 

Execution - The carrying out of a death sentence. 

Coronation – The ceremony to crown a king or queen. 

Gibbet – A frame where the bodies of executed 

criminals were displayed.  

Heir – Next in line to the throne legally 

Sheath – A protective case for a sword, usually made 

of leather. 

Treason – The act of betraying your monarch. 

 

 

The Tudor Rose 

King Edward 

VI 


