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Reading at Newcroft
At Newcroft Primary Academy, our aim in Reading is to develop children’s skills 

of listening, speaking, word reading and writing through teaching them 

phonetic knowledge and the skills of segmenting and blending, to decode 

words. This will enable them to become confident, independent, fluent 

readers which will greatly assist their comprehension skills. 

Phonics is the key to understanding spoken language and early reading, as it 

allows children to unlock their potential as independent learners and it opens 

the door to endless literature. 



Early Reading at Newcroft
In many areas of the curriculum, opportunities are used to inspire children to 

apply the skills they have learnt in phonics, as well as develop a love of 

reading and broaden their oral and written vocabulary, through VRIC, story 
time, shared and individual reading and in continuous provision. 
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Phonics
Phonics is an approach to teaching

reading and spelling that enables a child

to identify, segment and blend the

individual ‘phonemes’ or sounds that

combine to form words. E.g. m-o-p has 3

phonemes and reads the word mop.

Segmenting is breaking the individual

sounds down and blending is putting them

together to read the word. This is a skill your

child will use throughout primary school to

decode words.



Phonics Terminology
Children are exposed to the following terminology as soon as they start phonics: 

Blending – Merging the sounds together

Segmenting – Splitting the words into phonemes

Phoneme - The smallest unit of sound

Grapheme – Writing phonemes down (letters)

Digraph – 2 letters (graphemes) making 1 sound, e.g. ‘ch’

Trigraph – 3 letters (grahemes) making 1 sound, e.g. ‘air’

Pseudo/Alien/Monster words – Words that are not real words/nonsense words

https://www.newcroftprimaryacademy.co.uk/our-subjects/early-reading-and-phonics



Articulation of Phonemes
It is really important that the children are taught to articulate (say) the sounds 

correctly. They need to say the shortest sound possible and not put a ‘uh’ on 

the end.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s

The link below shows you the correct articulation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BqhXUW_v-1s


https://www.newcroftprimaryacademy.co.uk/our-subjects/early-reading-and-phonics

Phonics Phases 

More detailed information about the different phases can be found on our website, along 

with lots of other useful information about phonics and reading.

A brief overview of each phase:

Phase 1 – Listening to and exploring sounds, rhythm and rhyme (Pre-school and some children in 

Reception year).

Phase 2 – Learning sounds for 19 letters of the alphabet (Reception year).

Phase 3 – Learning new phonemes and digraphs and trigraphs. Children will know 44 phonemes by the 

end of this phase (Reception year).

Phase 4 - Blending and segmenting words with adjacent consonants (Reception year).

Phase 5 – Alternative pronunciations, learning that some phonemes have more than one spelling (Some 

Reception year but mainly Year 1).

Phase 6 - Spelling rules, tenses and contracting words.          



The children are taught a lesson daily in these groups  where they 

are given the opportunity to do fun, practical blending and 

segmenting activities to learn to decode words.  These lessons are 

fast paced and last for 20 minutes. 

Phonics Lessons
Children are assessed regularly and put into groups with children of a similar 

ability and work on the phase appropriate to them (usually 4 groups per 

Year group).



Tricky words
In the phonics session your child will also be taught 

the tricky words.  Each phase has a list of tricky 

words.

These are words  that usually do not follow a 

phonics or spelling pattern. They are sometimes 

known as common words because they are words 

that appear frequently in stories and will help your 

child when they begin to read whole sentences. 

You have a set of the tricky words from phase 2 to 

5 in your pack. They are colour coded for the 

different phases. 



Individual Reading
When your child starts school they will be assessed 

on their reading ability and will be allocated two 

coloured books, which they will bring home to 

read. 

They will be listened to read once a week at 

school and will be monitored closely by the 

teachers. 

The books are coloured to represent the reading 

ability. The coloured books get progressively 

harder. 



Individual Reading
Last year we introduced the ‘Dandelion Reading 

Books’.

Your child will be sent home with one of these 

every week. It will be closely matched to the 

sounds they are currently learning in phonics. 

Please ensure all books are in their book bags daily 

so they can be read with at school or changed.

Please write in the diary when you have read at 

home.



Individual Reading

Online reading resource. Your child’s 

login and password is in their home 

school diary.

This has the facility for it to be read aloud. It also has handy 

tips and questions and games to check your child’s 

understanding of what they have read.

The teachers set the book band levels on this and your child will be 

moved up as appropriate. Sometimes they are not ready for the next 

level when they have read the books, but it is part of the EYFS curriculum 

that they re-read books to develop their fluency and understanding. 



Storytime and VRIC
Storytime

Everyday your child will be read a story in a whole class group. Some of 

the stories will give your child opportunity to join in by saying the words or 

actions. 

Vocabulary Retrieval Inference and Choice (VRIC)

VRIC is another opportunity where your child’s reading skills are stimulated 

and developed. This is where your child is read a text, watches a clip, or 

listens to a audio story, and is asked questions based on the four strands. 

This helps your child to build their vocabulary and comprehension skills.  



Year 1 Phonics Screen Check
This is designed to confirm whether individual children have learnt phonics 

decoding and blending skills to an appropriate standard.

The test contains 40 words to read, 20 real words and 20 pseudo words.

Year 1 children take this test in June. 

Further guidance and support documents will be sent to Year 1 parents in 

the Spring Term.





Your Pack
• A letter appropriate to your child’s year group

• Jolly Phonics Flashcards (Reception)

• Phase 2 – 5 Flashcards (Year 1)

• Phase 2 -5 Tricky words

• Trash and Treasure Game

• Snakes and Ladder Game (Year 1 – Phase 5)

• Example Phonics Screening check (Year 1 

packs only)

This is your pack to keep at home and use regularly with your child. 

Further resources will be sent home when necessary to be added to 

this pack. 



Helping your child
Shared reading
• Share books at home by reading to your child. These can be fiction, non-fiction, 

poetry, songs or anything that interests them. 

• Book discussion- Ask your child what they liked about the story, who their favourite 

character was, can they remember a fact, were there any rhyming words. 

Phonics Pack 
• Practise the ‘Jolly Phonics’ sounds and actions with your child at home. 

• Practise reading the tricky words.

• Play some of the online games with your child. 

Individual Reading
• Listen to your child read three times a week for 10 minutes and record this in the 

reading diary for the teacher. Write down anything your child struggled with and 

what you discussed. 

• Ask your child simple questions about the story to build their comprehension skills and 

broaden their vocabulary. 


