
Shakespearian Summer

dynasty
a line of rulers of a country all from the same line 

of descent (same family)

execution
carrying out a sentence of death to a person 

considered to be guilty

monarch
the monarch of a country is the king, queen, 

emperor or empress who rules

parliament
in England, the parliament is the law-making 

body of our country

playwright a person who writes plays

plague
a contagious bacterial disease characterised by 

fever

predecessor
a person who held a job, title or position before 

the current holder

protestant
a member or follower of the protestants Christian 

beliefs

punishment
a penalty for a committed offence. during the 

Tudor's reign, this was in the form of torture

reign
when a king or queen reigns, he or she rules a 

country

successor
a person who is in line for a particular job, title or 

position. similar to an heir.

treason
the crime of betraying one’s country, monarch or 

governmentK
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Alike her father (Henry VIII), Mary was well-known to execute people. This is why she was commonly known as ‘Bloody Mary’. During the Tudor period, it is believed that 85,000 people were executed. 

During Mary’s reign, she burned nearly 300 Protestants at the stake when they refused to give up their religion. There were no police during the Tudor times. However, laws were harsh and wrongdoing 

was severely punished. In Tudor times the punishments were very cruel. People believed if a criminal’s punishment was severe and painful enough, the act would not be repeated and others would 

deter from crime as well. A public execution was an event not to be missed and people would queue through the night to get the best places. There was always a carnival atmosphere and pie 

sellers, ale merchants and producers of execution memorabilia did a good trade.

Key Dates in History during Shakespeare’s life (1564 – 1616)

Shakespeare is England’s most celebrated dramatist and poet. His works have been translated into 80 languages. He helped shape the English we use today, 
introducing up to 300 words and dozens of phrases. However, during his life during the Tudor period, execution and punishment was also a form of entertainment.

1564: 

Shakespeare 

was born and 

baptised.

1564: The plague 

kills one in every six 

citizens in Stratford-

upon-Avon.

1577: Sir 

Francis Drake 

sails around 

the world.

1582: Shakespeare 

marries Anne 

Hathaway.

1583: Shakespeare’s 

daughter, Susanna, 

is born six months 

after the wedding.

1584: Anne 

gave birth to 

twins, Judith 

and Hamnet.

1593: London’s 

theatres closed for 

more than a year 

due to the plague. 

1592: Shakespeare’s 

fame as a playwright 

recognised in London: 

“and upstart crow”. 

1599: The Globe Theatre 

opens on the South Bank of 

the river Thames: 

Shakespeare is a shareholder.

1597: Shakespeare buys 

New Place, the second 

largest house in 

Stratford-upon-Avon.

1605: The 

gunpowder 

plot.

1609: Shakespeare’s 

Sonnets are 

published.

1613: The Globe 

burns down during 

a performance of 

Henry VIII

1616: Shakespeare 

dies at the age of 

52.

1614: The 

second Globe 

is built and 

opened.

1610: Galileo proves 

that the Earth is not 

at the centre of the 

universe.

1609: The crew of the Sea Venture 

is shipwrecked: accounts of their 

survival are thought to be 

inspiration for The Tempest.
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Shakespeare is England’s most celebrated dramatist and poet. His 

works have been translated into 80 languages.

He was one of eight children born to John Shakespeare, a well-to-do 

glove maker and lather worker and his wife Mary Arden, an heiress 

from a wealthy family.

Although the exact date of his birth is unknown, he was born in 

Stratford-upon-Avon, Warwickshire, England. He died 23rd April 1616 

which interestingly was the same date he was baptised in 1564.

In 1582, he marries Anne Hathaway whom he later had 3 children with: 

Susanna, Judith and Hamnet.

William Shakespeare The Tudors were a Welsh-English family that ruled England from 1485 to 1603. They came to power as a result of the victory of Henry VII 
over Yorkist king Richard III at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485. The Tudor dynasty ended when Henry's grand-daughter Elizabeth I died 
childless. The Throne passed to their cousins, the Scottish Stuarts, unifying England and Scotland. The Stuarts continued their reign in 
England until 1714. In 1707, 
the Kingdom of Great Britain 
was formed; forming a union 
Between England and Wales, 
and Scotland.

Elizabeth I (Tudor) – Shakespeare’s early Queen.

James VI (Stuart) - Shakespeare’s late King.

Mary I (Tudor) – Queen prior to Shakespeare’s birth.

• First Queen Regnant

• Reigned 1553-1558

• Eldest Daughter of King Henry VII and his first wife, 

Catherine of Aragon

Known as Bloody Mary due to her participation in 

execution following in the footsteps of her father. She 

was an unpopular Queen, whom had extreme views on 

religion. Mary never had children to succeed the throne.

• Last Tudor monarch

• Reigned 1558-1603

• Youngest Daughter of King Henry VII and his second 

wife, Anne Boleyn

Known as the Virgin Queen due to never marrying. Her 

reign is remembered as the Golden Age in English history. 

Under her rule, England advanced in foreign trade, 

exploration and the arts (thanks to Shakespeare).

• First Stuart monarch of England

• Reigned 1603-1625

• Son of Mary, Queen of Scots and her second 

husband, Lord Darnley

Allied with Elizabeth I against his mother in hope to 

succeed the throne. With his firm belief in the divine right 

of kings, he brought conflict to parliament. During his 

reign, Guy Fawkes plotted to blow up parliament.

• Beheading

Head cut off using an axe

• Being ‘Pressed’

Crushed until dead

• Boiling Alive

Boiled in boiling hot waters

• Hanging from the gallows

Hung from rope; unable to breathe
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eShakespeare’s Plays:

Methods of execution: Methods of punishing crime:

• 1595- A Midsummer’s Night’s Dream

• 1597- Romeo and Juliet

• 1623- Macbeth 

• 1622 –Othello

• 1603- Hamlet

• 1606- King Lear

• 1623 –The Tempest

• 1623- The Twelth Night

• 1660- The Merchant of Venice 

Flogging

whipped 

whilst chained 

to a post. 

Branding

Letters burnt 

into the skin 

using hot iron.

Pillory (Standing)     

head and hands 

bound. Stood to be 

ridiculed by passers by.

Stocks (Sitting) hands 

and feet bound. Hit by 

passers by with rubbish 

and rotten foods.

Quartered

Limbs cut off, 

typically hands 

or fingers.

Drunkard’s Cloak 

A drunken person 

forced to be 

embarrassed by 

wearing a barrel

The Rack                      

a device that would 

stretch out it’s victims 

to gain a confession

During these times, women received 

additional punishments much harsher than 

men. Women could be executed just for 

petty treason or accused of being a witch, 

and punished for merely gossiping.

Methods of punishing women:
Burning

executed by being 

chained to a post and 

burnt alive using fire

The Ducking Stool

submerged in water. If 

innocent would drown; if guilty 

would later be burnt alive.

The Brank (Gossip’s Bridle)

A large iron head cage, featuring a sharp metal 

strip that fit into the mouth. Any movement of the 

tongue would cause injury to the mouth.


