
 

 Curriculum Overview: Reception 
 

 
Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Who am I? What is a festival?  Who ate all the porridge? Why can’t a lion be a pet? What’s in my garden? How do I keep healthy? 

 

 
Literacy  

Key Texts 

Super Duper You 

The Family Book 

Owl Babies 

Peace at Last 

Leaf Man 

Garland of Lights 

Binny’s Diwali 

Little Glow 

Room on the Broom 

Hanukkah Bear 

Christmas Stories 

The Gingerbread Man 

Three Little Pigs 

Three Billy Goats Gruff 

Red Riding Hood  

Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears 

The Lunar New Year 

Dear Zoo 

We’re Going on a Bear 

Hunt 

Mad about Dinosaurs  

Let’s Look at Spring 

The Very Hungry Caterpillar 

Life Cycle of a Caterpillar  

Jasper’s Beanstalk 

What the Ladybird Heard 

Mad About Minibeasts 

Oi Frog 

The Healthy Wolf 

Keeping Healthy 

Handa’s Surprise 

Oliver’s Vegetables 

Eat Your Peas 

 

 

 
Phonics / 

Literacy 

Learn simple GPC’S 

Recognise autumn common exception words  

Blend and segment CVC words  

Write correctly formed and recognisable letters 

Learn more complex GPC’S  

Recognise spring common exception words  

Read captions and short sentences 

Spell words by identifying phonemes  

Write simple captions  

 

Learn more complex GPCS 

Recognise summer common exception words  

Read sentences including more complex words 

Spell more complex words 

Write sentences 

 

  

 

 
Mathematics 

Sorting/matching 
Comparing amounts  
Identifying patterns 

Identify, subitise, sort representations for 1,2 3,4,5 
Match quantity to numeral 

Properties of 2D shapes 
Count forward and backward 

One more one less 
More/fewer 

Addition  
Times of the day and sequencing  

 

Finding a total 

Comparing mass/capacity  

Identify, subitise, sort representations for 6,7,8,9,10 
Match quantity to numeral 

Combing two groups 

Measuring height/length/time 

Doubles 

Odd and Even 

Ordering numerals  

Number bonds  

Properties of 3D shapes 

 

Identify and sort representations for 11-20 
Match quantity to numeral 

Ordering to 20  

Estimating  

Adding more 

Taking away 

Making new shapes  

Sharing and Grouping 

Even and Odds 

Position and Direction 

 

 

 
Understanding 

the World  

The Season of Autumn 
Families  

All around our school 
Investigation Station 

 

Family Celebrations 
The Season of Winter  
Freezing and thawing 
Investigation Station 

 

 

 

Compare and contrast 

using stories 

Floating and sinking  

Testing and combining 

materials 
Investigation Station 

 

 

The Season of Spring 
Animal skeletons  

Fossils 
Animal classification  

Maps - Zoo maps 
Investigation Station 

 

Butterfly lifecycle 
Growing seeds 
Mini-Beast hunt 

Investigation Station 

 

The Season of Summer 
Homes around the world 

Sense of time: Our 
Reception Year 

Food and farming  
Keeping Healthy 

Investigation Station 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Physical 

Development 

Intro to PE 1/ 
Fundamentals 1 

Funky Fingers Challenge  
Dough Disco 

Yoga/music and 

movement  

Intro to PE 2/ 

Fundamentals 2  
Funky Fingers Challenge  

Dough Disco 

Yoga/music and movement 

Gymnastics 
Funky Fingers Challenge  

Dough Disco 

Yoga/music and movement 

Dance 

Parachute Games 
Funky Fingers Challenge  

Dough Disco 

Yoga/music and 

movement 

Ball Skills 

Team Games 
Funky Fingers Challenge  

Dough Disco 

Yoga/music and movement 

Balance Bikes 

Athletics 

Sports Day Skills  
Funky Fingers Challenge  

Dough Disco 

Yoga/music and 

movement 

Balance Bikes 

 
Expressive art 

and Design 
 

Creative area  

Self portraits  

Artist: Kandinsky  

Creative area 

Diva Lamps 

Rangoli patterns 

Festival dancing 

Creative area 

Three Pigs’ Houses 

Traditional Tales Drama 

Lantern Weaving 

 

Creative area 

Animal drawing/Painting 

Observation Drawing 

Colour mixing  

Artist: Monet 

 

Creative area 

Mini Beast drawing/painting 

Lifecycle Drawing  

Artist: Andy Goldsworthy 

  

Creative area 

Homes building/painting 

Still life charcoal fruit  

Artist: Arcimboldi 

 
Music 

 

Unit 1 Pulse 

Songs and Rhymes 

Unit 2 Voice 

Songs and Rhymes 

Unit 3 Rhythm 
Songs and Rhymes 

Unit 4 Pitch 
Songs and Rhymes 

Unit 5 Technology, form and 

structure 

Songs and Rhymes 

Unit 6 20th Century Music 

Songs and Rhymes 

 
PSHE & RSE 

 

Self-regulation: My feelings 

 

Building relationships: 

Special relationships 

 

Managing self: Taking on 

challenges 

 

Self-regulation: Listening 

and following instructions 

 

Building relationships: My 

family and fiends 

 

Managing self: My 

wellbeing 

 

 
RE 

 

What makes us special?   What are special times? 
Why are some places 

special?    

What makes the world 

special?    

Why are some things 
special?    

Why are some stories 

special?    

 
Cultural 

Capital 

Experiences 

Home/School Tapestry 

All around our school 

Forest School 
(Free of charge) 

Home/School Tapestry 

Christmas Concert 

Forest School 
(Free of charge) 

Home/School Tapestry 

Gardening 

Forest School 
(Free of charge) 

Home/School Tapestry 

Gardening  

Forest School 
(Free of charge) 

Home/School Tapestry 
Farm Trip 

Forest School 
(Estimated £18 cost) 

Home/School Tapestry 

Reception Assembly 

Forest School 
(Free of charge) 

Online Safety 

Self-Image & Identity Relationships & Reputation Online Bullying Privacy & Security Information & ownership 
Health, Well-Being & 

Lifestyle 

 


